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Sponsors & Supporters

gm‘lyﬂ Venture da Vale

Stock Feeds

L oaded Dog Hafe(

Prize Donations

Special Thanks to our kind vendors who donated prizes for competitions, events,
Lucky Door Prize and more. Make sure you drop by and show your appreciation
to them when you visit!

GiGi Crafts New Iron Forge Maria Linwood Epic
Fantasy Author Feather and Heart Collective
Yesteryear Folk Midgard Designs Mainly
Medieval Foodie Lads Fish and Chips Truck The
Medieval Shoppe Whimsy and Embers Mr
Nicecream Alchemy Artisan Soaps TOG Knives
Stromlo Swords Danni's Funky Creations Heidi
Beynon The Tea Dragons Hoard Stone Dog
Meadery Jabula Creations Riding With Sticks



Program of Events

Time Main Arena Village Arena
930am | Gates Open Gates Open
10am | Medieval Archery Society School of Arms and Armou
Medieval Long Bow Display Australian Harnischfecten
Championships Heat 1
1030am | Children’s Costume Parade
(1045)
11am | Solid Lance Joust by Riding With | School of Arms and Armour
Sticks - Session 1 Australian Harnischfecten
Championships Heat 2
1130am Fecktschule St Peter
17th Century Polish Sabre
12noon | Horse Lords - Horse Archery in
the Ancient World
1230pm School of Arms and Armour
Australian Harnischfecten
Championships - Heat 3
lpm Adult’s Costume Parade Austr Hyski
Combat through the Ages
130pm School of Arms and Armour
Australian Harnischfecten
Championships - Finals
2pm Solid Lance Joust by Riding With
Sticks - Session 2
3pm Presentation Of TMF Champions

(including prize draws!)

4pm

Festival Ends




Tarago Medieval Faire 2026

Time Buhurt Arena Tavern Stage Other Activities
930am | Gates Open Gates Open
10am Tavern Opens Knights School
Opens
1030am | Historic Medieval | Historic Dance
Battle - Canberra | Delights
Burley Griffins
11am Archery Range
Opens
1130am Swish and Shimmy
World Dance
12noon | Historic Medieval | Banat Amar - Knights School
Battle - Canberra | Egyptian Music, Closes
Burley Griffins Dance and Poetry
1230pm
lpm Historic Dance Knights School
Delights Opens
130pm Swish and Shimmy
World Dance
230pm | Historic Medieval
Battle - Canberra
Burley Griffins
3pm Banat Amar - Archery Range
Egyptian Music, Closes
Dance and Poetry
330pm Knights School
Closes
4pm Gates Close Gates Close Gates Close




The Joust - Historical Solid Lance Tournament

In modern jousting, there
are three types of joust
you will typically see.
Balsa Jousting, which is
the most common in
Australia, involves a solid
lance ‘handle’ that has
had the last metre or so
removed and replaced
with a frangible balsa tip.
This is done for safety,
though these lances still
require huge amounts of
force to break them, and
they are fully capable of
delivering big hits.

American Solids is the
type you may have seen
on shows like ‘Full Metal
Jousting’ and involves a
pine dowel instead of the
balsa tipped lance. It is typically not practiced outside of the USA and will result
in big hits and riders being unhorsed.

The last type is Historical Solid Lance jousting. This seeks to recreate the joust
exactly as it would have been done in the 15th Century with full length thick pine
lances and steel tips called ‘coronels’ designed to grab the shield or armour of
the opponents. This type of jousting requires the highest quality reproduction
armour, incredibly well-trained horses, and specialised types of helms based on
the type that was popular 500 years ago for this very reason!

Historical Solid Lance jousting has a long and storied history in Australia. The first
historical solid tournament in modern times was hosted by Rod and Michelle
Walker (of the Horse Lords) in 2011. Andrew McKinnon brought the style to the
forefront of medieval events with the annual St lves Tournament in Sydney



between 2014 and 2019 attracting the best jousters from all over the world, and

also hosting the World Jousting Championships in 2016 and 2019. Unfortunately,
the impact of COVID-19 on large events was felt particularly for this style of joust,
which is quite expensive to run and thus tends to be tied to the largest events.

So we hope you understand when we say this year we are bringing you
something truly special! Rodney Deaman has passionately pursued Historical
Solids jousting since he started down his jousting path, and through his business
“Riding With Sticks” is bringing you the only Historical Solid Lance Jousting
Tournament in Australia this year and only the second since 2019!

SCORING THE JOUST

+5 POINTS WILL BE AWARDED FOR UNHORSING YOUR
OPPONENT WITH A GOOD AND LEGAL STRIKE.

+1 POINTS WILL BE AWARDED FOR A COMPOUND
BREAK OR A SHATTER WITHIN THE

+| POINT WILL BE AWARDED FOR A SIMPLE BREAK OF
THE LANCE WITHIN THE

ik

f: ) -7 POINTS FOR STRIKING ON THE POMMEL OF
THE SADDLE, OR ON THE RIDER BELOW THEIR
WAIST.

~2 POINTS FOR HITTING THE TILT WITH YOUR
LANCE AT ANY TIME DURING YOUR COURSE.

-3 POINTS FOR HITTING THE TILT WITH YOUR
LANCE, AFTER THE FIRST OCCASION AND ANY
TIME THEREAFTER.

ANYONE WHO STRIKES A HORSE WITH THEIR
LANCE SHALL BE ASKED TO RETIRE FROM THE
FIELD, LEAVING THEIR OPPONENT WITH

7 POINTS PER PASS NOT RUN.

NO POINTS WILL BE AWARDED FOR A LANCE
THAT BREAKS AS A RESULT OF A SWIPE ACROSS
\. /  THE OPPONENT'S BODY.




Meet the Jousters!

Sir Rodney is the Captain of the
Company of the Hound and co-owner of
Riding with Sticks. He has pursued jousting
relentlessly for the past four years,
competing in Tournaments across the
country and winning the Orange Medieval
Fair and Victorian Medieval Faire. Last year,
Sir Rodney represented Australia in England
at the Arundel International Joust
Tournament and later the Lincoln
International Joust Tournament, leading Australia to victory and taking the individual
title.

Sir Rodney has dreamed of competing in Historical Solid Lance tournaments since the
beginning and has decided to make that dream a reality by bringing it to the Tarago
Medieval Faire. Most recently, Rodney was inducted into the Order of the Star, an
elite group of Australian Jousters, in recognition of his dedication to the sport, his
diligence in approach and his continuous application of chivalry.

Lady Renae is a world-renowned jouster and
fierce competitor. Jousting since 2019 under the
guidance of her husband Sir Clifford, she has
proven to be among the world's best. She is the
first woman to ever win the Arundel
International Jousting Tournament and is a
former Australian Joust Champion. She was part
of the Australian Team for the ‘smashes
tournament’ in 2023 and 2025 and has jousted
in the European Joust Championships, Norway
and Canada. Lady Renae has also pursued
historical solids for a number of years,
competing at Tarago Historical Solid Lance
Tournament in 2025.

Renae was also inducted into the Order of the Star alongside Sir Rodney, the first
woman recognised by the prestigious group for her dedication and contributions to
jousting in Australia.



Meet the Jousters!

Sir Hamish hails from Victoria, and is
the student of Lady Renae and Sir Cifford
Marisma. As the newest jouster on the
field, Hamish has been jousting for only 2
years, but has spent his life dedicating
himself to the medieval reenactment scene.

As an accomplished ground fighter and
rider, he was knighted into the Order of the
Spur, and regularly competes in Victoria and
South Australia.

Sir Hamish has been training hard to
participate in this, his first Solid Lance joust,
and has been fortunate enough to be able

to borrow the armour of his mentor, Sir Clifford, as a suitable suit of armour often
takes many years to curate.

Lady Liberty is our second local jouster,

and is not only the wife of Sir Rodney, but a truly
accomplished rider, jouster and horse archer!
Having stood on the podium of most of the jousts
she has competed in since starting her jousting
career more than 5 years ago, Liberty has trained
multiple horses in the tilt and helped many other
riders pursue their equestrian combat dreams.

She is one of Australia’s most decorated and
highly ranked and accomplished horse archers
and has represented Australia twice in recent
years at the International Horse Archery Alliance’s
World Championships. Having ridden since she
was a small child, Lady Liberty has competed in
numerous horse sports, including dressage, show

jumping, hacking, cross country, sporting and mounted games, and now focuses her
ridden time on medieval equestrian sports. She has competed at the Abbey Medieval
Festival’s Tournament twice, and had the honour of marshalling the tournament last



year. She returns to the field in Tarago, Blacktown, Caboolture, Townsville and
Ballarat this year for her first full competition season in more than 18 months. Tarago
Medieval Faire will be her first Solid Lance Tournament, competing on her gorgeous
Friesian cross horse, Dragonfly.

Rod and Michelle - Marshalls of the Joust

This year, we are honoured to have the Joust marshalled by the wonderful Rod
and Michelle Walker. Both Rod and Michelle are famous in the jousting world,
and were instrumental in the development of jousting as a modern sport, in
Australia and internationally and organised the first Historical Solid Lance
tournament in the world in 2010.

The role of Marshall is critical to ensuring that the competition is fair and
consistent, but above all, safe, both our riders, the horses and our spectators.
Marshalls have the final say in all things on the tournament field, can award
points, deduct points, eliminate competitors and will ultimately have the final say
on the outcome of the tournament.

Declan and Richard - Heralds of the Joust

A funny and fearsome duo graces our field this year in our heralding team, with
Declan and Richard on field to walk you, talk you and entertain you through
every single joust pass, literally blow by blow!

Declan is an upcoming herald, and found his voice in reenactment groups and
events including the Call to Arms immersive historical encampment where his
hilarious recount of the battles between Red and Gold entertained the masses.
We are delighted to welcome Declan to the field to be the voice of our Joust this
year, so make sure to give him a warm welcome!

Richard has been our wonderful herald at the Tarago Medieval Faire in recent
years and is well known in the medieval communities as the voice of jousts and
shows around the region, including Blacktown Medieval Faire, Berry Celtic
Festival, Winterfest and Queanbeyan Medieval Faire. This year, he will
under-herald Declan but rest assured, he’ll be just as informative and funny as he
always has been!



Riding With Sticks

Riding With Stick is a Tarago
based riding school and equine
entertainment business. Run by
local family Rodney and Liberty
Deaman and Jacquiline-Lee
Dominick, RWS offers riding
instruction in horse archery, skill
at arms, classical dressage, general riding, confidence management and horse
handling. Riding With Sticks brings you the Historical Solids Joust at this year’s
event in collaboration with Marisma Equine Entertainment.

The business also offers entertainment and displays with jousting, horse archery
and many other live entertainment options possible, as well as advertising,
shows and demonstrations. Check them out on Facebook or online, or find them
around the Faire!

Marisma Equine Entertainment

A Joust requires more than one
rider, and we are lucky to host
Renae Marisma from Marisma
Equine Entertainment for our
Historical Solids Joust
Tournament, and their student,
Hamish Connell.

Marisma Equine Entertainment
is based in Snake Valley, Victoria
and can provide horses and
riders for a variety of shows and
performances for live audiences,
movies and short film work, tv
ads, weddings and photoshoots.




School of Arms and Armour -

Australian Harnischfechten Championships 2026

2026 sees the first ever Australian Harnischfechten Championships come to life,
hosted by the School of Arms and Armour. The Championships will see
competitors from across Australia battle it out in 3 heats across the course of the
day, before the toughest of them come together for the finals.

Harnischfechten sees competitors utilise weapons such as the long sword, dagger
and pollaxe to try and surpass their opponent’s armour and defensive
techniques.

With a superb replica 16th century Aachen drinking glass adorned with bear
heads donated by Midgard Designs and Tarago Medieval Faire, we are sure the
fight for the title will be fierce! Make sure you catch all of the action at the
Harnischfechten Area throughout the day -

Heat1-10am | Heat2-1lam | Heat3-1230pm | Finals-130pm



Canberra Burly Griffins - Buhurt Fighting

Canberra’s first Buhurt team is coming to the Tarago Medieval Faire! As one of
the largest Buhurt groups in the region, the Burly Griffins will be providing a full
day of entertainment as they battle it out in the Buhurt Arena!

Buhurt is a modern variation of medieval full-contact combat, with competitors
donning steel armour and mail, and fighting with a wide variety of weapons and
techniques including striking, wrestling, throws and trips. The fighting is
commonly team based, and can feature anything from 5vs5 to over 100 a side,
with competitors battling to be the last man, or woman, standing!

The Burly Griffins are based in Gungahlin and meet four times a week to train
different fighting styles. Competitions are divided into weight classes and
participants utilised a range of weapons including swords, staffs and axes. Make
sure to check them out and grab more details on this awesome sport!

The Burly Griffins have scheduled fights in the Buhurt arena at 1030am, 1230pm and
230pm, and will be situated opposite the fight arena under the pine trees throughout the
festival.



The Horse Lords - Horse Archery

The Horse Lords are a
reenactment group based
near Bathurst, NSW. Their
founders, Rod and Michelle
Walker have been
instrumental in the
reenactment scene in
Australia, with a strong
career in all three styles of
jousting, both at home in
Australia, and internationally.

Nowadays, they focus on the
material culture, armoured foot combat, equestrian skills and the presentation of
different mounted warriors and soldiers from throughout history.

This year, the Horse Lords will reenact the spectacle of Scythian Warriors taking
on Greek hoplites in a very realistic demonstration of the type of combat that
would have occurred thousands of times across history.

Horse archery is one of the most ancient forms of mounted combat. For as long
as humans have ridden there is evidence to suggest they have carried bows and
arrows for hunting and war, and there are dozens of times in history where
nomadic archers from the great Eurasian Steppe have brought established
empires in both Europe and Asia to their knees.

One of the earliest known cohesive groups of horse archer cultures were the
Scythians. Occupying an area from roughly modern day Uzbekistan to Bulgaria,
these nomadic warriors were famous for their love of colourful outfits,
ceremonial use of gold and a certain plant they were quite fond of smoking....
But they weren't just out to be pretty! Famed and feared for their skill with the
bow and razor-sharp swords, these nomadic warriors were the scourge of
everyone from the ancient Greeks, Persians and even the early Chinese
dynasties. It was Scythian horse archers who were said to have been the downfall
of Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian Empire!

The Horse Lords will be performing in the Main Arena at 1230pm.



Medieval Archery Society

The Medieval Archery Society (MAS) primarily portrays an English mercenary
company in France circa 1365. The group is based in Sydney but participates in
events around the state. While many members’ main focus is archery, many
members have skills in medieval cooking, leatherwork, spinning and textiles,
blacksmithing, fletching and foot combat.
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Come along and watch the power
of the longbow and other
weapons in the MAS
demonstration and archery
competition in the Main Arena,
and make sure to check out their
display and the archery range
throughout the course of the
festival.

Medieval Archery Society will be in
the Main Arena at 10am

Fechtschule Sankt Peter - 17th C Polish Sabre

Fechtschule Sankt Peter is a school of
historical fencing based in Sydney,
with foundations from 1998. FSP has
been operating as a stand alone
school since 2004, focussing on
German longsword and Polish sabre.

As the Szlachta Sydnejski, they
present displays of sabre fighting as it
was done in the 17th Century by
nobles of the great Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth.

You can see their display at 1130am
in the Harneschfecten Arena.




Austr Hyski - Combat
Through The Ages

Based on the Central Coast of NSW, Austr
Hyski is a combined historical group,
focusing on medieval reenactment and
reproduction, combat skills and
education.

This year, Austr Hyski will be presenting a
demonstration of Combat Through The
Ages, showing different styles of combat
and weaponry from periods in history.

The group has created a wonderful welcoming space in the two years they have
been operating, with now more than 30 members, and always willing to

welcome new members.

Make sure you catch Combat Through The Ages in the Harnischfecten Arena at 1pm.

Company of the Hound

Company of the Hound is a 15" century reenactment group based in Tarago
NSW, formed in the early 2020’s as a branch of the long-standing Company of the
Gryphon from Caboolture, QLD. Focusing on military life in Western Europe

between 1450 and 1490, the group has a strong focus on equestrian pursuits
including jousting, skill at arms and mounted melee, as well as armoured foot

combat and re-enactment of
day-to-day military life.

Company of the Hound will be on
hand to arm the knights for the
joust, and have a medieval display
open throughout the day, showing
some of the equipment required
for reenactment, including
clothing, weaponry, cooking and
camping items, horse tack and
jousting paraphernalia.




Company of the Errant Knight

Dedicated to historical medieval reenactment, this group brings to life the
thrilling combat and chivalric spirit of the
late 14th and early 15th centuries.
Members of the company use authentic
armour and wield period-accurate weapons
in their combat displays, immersing
themselves in the camaraderie of knights
and the artistry of medieval warfare.
Experience the rich heritage of the
medieval era through training,
tournaments, and engaging activities that
celebrate the valor and honor of the late
Middle Ages. Company of the Errant Knight will be hosting the Arming the Knight
Through History and Foot Combat Displays in the Village Arena.

The Revolting Peasants

THE A Living History Group that focuses upon re-creating
REVOLTING the lower classes of the medieval time period
specifically covering 1100 to 1250AD with specific focus
on the British Isle & European countries. We are a
group interested in researching and learning all of the
cool things that nobles wouldn't sully their hands with.

Catch them in the Medieval Village all day with a range
of displays and great topics to discuss!

FEASANTS

Historic Dance Delights

A Canberra-based historic dance group
covering dances from 1400s to early 1900s,
Historic Dance Delights meets monthly
throughout the year. With dance balls,
perform displays and run a Historic Dance
Festival in July.

Visit historicdancedelights.org.au for more
information.

Performing at the Tavern at 1030am and 115pm



http://historicdancedelights.org.au/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3qmyjbrzrpQHTF7x8Gw6EHkxfnF4ucBivd15jXYRFclz8MQW5TeB9bGrs_aem_Acppyy9p2-5Xi52OpD0LWA

Society of Creative
Anachronism -
Politarchopolis

The Barony of Politarchopolis is
the Canberra region group of
the Kingdom of Lochac in the
Society for Creative
Anachronism. Devoted to

learning skills and enjoying
pastimes from the Bronze Age
to the Renaissance and the Early Modern Period, they enjoy feasting, cooking,
costuming, crafting, music, dance, archery, and different styles of fighting ... if it
was done somewhere in the world pre-17th century, they are interested in
recreating it. So check out their stall and see the sheer variety of things they do
and make. You can sit on the thrones or be put in the stocks, your choice.

-4

" Banat Amar

s Banat Amar are a group of passionate

e N performers of traditional and theatrical
I N 3 gl N ' middle-eastern music & dance based in
N 4 Canberra. Visit their encampment to see
/ﬁ i presentations of music & dance after the
2 o N‘ style of the late Mamluk to early
: L Ottoman period, musical story-telling for

children, information about hair,
make-up & beauty, sing-alongs, and
k’" a4 : opportunities for visitors to come & try
some music & dance. Find out more
4 ! ' , “ about entertainment in Egypt during the
» : ;:‘35 Medieval Period!




Medieval Field Surgery
and Medicine

Ever wanted to know how to deal
with a wound from a sword on
the battlefield? How to treat
medieval ailments? Medieval
Field Surgery is here to teach you
all about European medical
history, focusing on 10th Century Norman through to Knights of St John 12th,
14th and 16th century. You can even see some simulated wounds and the
treatments for them in practice!

While this might challenge the constitutions and stomachs of some of you, it is
well worth dropping by to check out during the festival.

Swish and Shimmy World —— i SRR
e

Dance - Tribal Fusion A

Catch this colorful and vibrant show
performing a variety of routines in the
"American Tribal Style" of belly dance! A
unique DIALECT created in the USA in
1980, influenced by styles of Morocco,
North Africa, Indian, Middle Eastern and
Flamenco dance steps.

With vibrant colors and adornment and
embellished takes on the traditional styles
behind the dance moves, you'll be
mesmerized!

Performing at the Tavern at 1130am



National Military
Reenactment Group -
1st Century Roman
Military

The National Military
Reenactment Group returns to the
Fair for a second year. Some of
you may remember them from
last year, when they
demonstrated military dress and
conduct from World War | and Il. This year, they return in much earlier style,
demonstrating the 1st Century Roman military.

The NMRG is a local, multi-period reenactment group, covering some of the
greatest militaries throughout history, including the Roman legions, Victorian era
Grenadiers or WWI history.

This year, they will focus specifically on the Roman legions as it might have
looked at the time of the invasion of Britain in the 1st century AD.

The Community Corner

We all know the importance of
community across the world and it is
no different in our lovely town of
Tarago.

We love to support the many and varied community groups that our wonderful
region has to offer, so make sure you drop past and visit our friendly locals.

The Tarago Area Womens’ Shed (TAWS) is situated in the Community Corner, next
to the Pavillion and is managing registrations for the inaugural Costume
Competition.



The Tarago
Medieval Faire
Costume
Competition

This year, we are very
excited to introduce the
Tarago Medieval Faire’s

first ever Costume
Competition!

This wonderful new
addition to the Tarago
Medieval Faire is proudly
sponsored by Venture da
Vale, and the Tarago local
business, The Little Barn,
as well as Mr Nicecream,
Alchemy Artisan Soaps, Whimsy & Ember, Yesteryear Folk and Tea
Dragon’s Hoard.

Registration for the event is with the Tarago Women’s Shed
representatives in the Community Corner. Registration for the
Kid’sCostume Competition closes at 10:30am and the adult categories,
Fantasy Costume and Medieval Costume close at midday.

R

< Best Junior Costume Any Type (16 and under)
1st Place $50 Cash Prize
+ Best Medieval Costume (Adults)
1st Place $75 Cash Prize
+ Best Fantasy Costume (Adults)
1st Place $75 Cash Prize



Want more Medieval???

Whether you’re a seasoned reenactor or festival goer, or if this is your first time
experiencing the wonders of the Medieval scene, and you want more of the
same, make sure you check out the upcoming events on the calendar, not just in
NSW, but around Australia! And be sure to follow the Tarago Medieval Faire
socials to stay up to date on details for 2027!

3k 16th - 17th May - Blacktown City Medieval Faye (NSW)

% 16th - 17th May - Melbourne Renfair (Victoria)

3k 17th May - Guildford Medieval Fair (Western Australia)

3k 23rd May - Berry Celtic Festival (New South Wales)

3 6th June - Sussex Inlet Viking Festival (New South Wales)

3k 6th - 7th June Armour & Alchemy Winter Medieval & Folk Festival (South Australia)
¥ 6th - 7th June Victor Harbour Valhalla Festival (South Australia)

3k 4th - 5th July - Winterfest Sydney Medieval Fair (New South Wales)

3 10th - 12th July - Abbey Medieval Festival (Queensland)

3% 1st - 2nd August - Australian Jousting Championships (Victoria)

3k 15th August - Petersham Bowling Club (New South Wales)

3k 16th August - Townsville Medieval & Fantasy Festival (Queensland)

% 22nd - 23rd August - Ballingup Medieval Carnivale (Western Australia)

3k 22nd - 23rd August - Southern Realm Festival (Queensland)

3k 5th - 6th September - Newcastle Medieval Faire (New South Wales)

3k 12th - 13th September - History Alive (Queensland)

% 25th - 26th September - Queanbeyan Medieval Festival (New South Wales)
3k 7th - 8th November - Geelong Medieval Festival (Victoria)

% 21st - 22nd November - Victorian Medieval Festival (Victoria)

MAINLY

MEDIEVAL

This calendar has been kindly curated by

Make sure to check them out near the Main Arena




Special Thanks

As is always the case with such events, we are thankful to all of those
wonderful people within our wonderful community who have provided
their time, work, guidance, sponsorship and support in the last few
months.

It is always a scary prospect to take an idea and try to make it into a
successful event. Through the past months, we have leant heavily on
those near and dear to us, made new friends and pulled together
something magical.

The response from our supporters in past years has given us the drive and
passion to bring this event into its own, and we plan to ensure that this
little festival continues to grow as a place to support

And of course, a huge thanks to you, our festival friends - an event is not
an event without a crowd and you made history today by being a part of
the first independent Tarago Medieval Faire! We hope that all of you have
had a wonderful day and found something new, fantastical, inspiring,
educational or just plain fun, and

Yours truly,

Rodney, Liberty, Jay
and the whole Tarago Medieval
Festival Team




Vendors and Reenactors List

Please note some changes may occur prior to the event due to unforeseen circumstances




Festival Map
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Thank you for supporting the 2026
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